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Drackley awarded for his research

Quebec City, - The recipient of the 2002 American Feed Industry Association Award is James K. Drackley, professor in the Department of animal sciences at the University of Illinois.  The award, sponsored by American Feed Industry Assocation, was presented at the Awards ceremony held Tuesday night during the American Dairy Science Association Annual Meeting

Drackley received this award for his research excellence and international prominence in two distinct areas of dairy nutrition; lipid metabolism in dairy cows and nutritional requirements of dairy calves for growth and health.

The American Feed Industry Association Award is awarded to individuals that stimulate research in dairy cattle nutrition.  Drackley and his research group have made key discoveries regarding mechanisms that lead to development of metabolic disorders and fatty liver in dairy cows.  His studies on fat and carbohydrate metabolism are important in elucidating the role of proper nutrition and management of the transition cow to minimize metabolic disorders and increase milk production.

He is one of the world’s leading authorities on the nutritional requirements for growth and health of dairy calves.  His 1998 book, The Development, Nutrition, and Management of the Young Calf, is a definitive reference book in this area.  His nutritional models for calf growth were largely adopted by the National Research Council subcommittee in the recent 2001 revision of the Nutrient Requirements of Dairy Cattle.

His excellence and impact in research have been recognized with several previous awards from the American Dairy Science Association and the University of Illinois.  Drackley has secured close to $2 million in research funding, and worked the nine Ph.D. students and nine M.S. students.  He has authored or coauthored 77 articles published in referred journals and has been an invited speaker at many national and international conferences and seminars.
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