[image: image1.png]A S

&

J



[image: image2.png]Canadiah Soci
W Animai Scionde  csas.net
Sgsits canadidmn

aciéts canadifiing




[image: image3.png]


American Dairy Science Association

American Society of Animal Science 

Canadian Society of Animal Science

July 21-25, 2002 - 2002 Joint Annual Meeting - Quebec City, Canada

Somkuti receives the 2002 Fellow Award 

Savoy, Ill., - Dr. George Somkuti, research scientist with Agricultural Research Service, USDA Dairy Research Unit, is the recipient of the 2002 ADSA Fellow Award. The award was presented as part of the American Dairy Science Association Awards banquet on July 23 during the Annual Meeting in Quebec City.  The Fellow Award, sponsored by the American Dairy Science Association, recognizes ADSA members for their distinguished service to the dairy industry for 20 years or more.  

Somkuti has demonstrated outstanding abilities in the field of dairy microbiology.  A team effort, led by Somkuti, resulted in the development of fermentation processes for cheese whey lactose utilization to produce value-added products.  His research resulted in the characterization of extrachromosomal plasmid DNA in thermophilic lactic bacteria, permitting the construction of efficient vectors for gene transport.  His development of an electric pulsing technique for DNA uptake opened a new filed of research and permitted rapid advances in genetic studies on dairy fermentation streptococci and lactobacilli.

Somkuti’s research led to the development of treatments for the chemical permeabilization of food grade streptococci and lactobacilli to serve as sources of this enzyme.  The food-grade status permits the use of these microbes in dairy food systems where lactose reduction is needed to alleviate symptoms of lactose malabsorption in humans.  This accomplishment represented the first major shift in the approach to using lactose degrading enzymes in food products.  Research on low lactose foods earned the recipient’s research team the Federal Laboratory Consortium Award for Technology Transfer, the Institute of Feed Technology Industrial Achievement Group Award, and the USDA Distinguished Service Group Award.

Somkuti has presented more than 100 scientific abstracts at national and international conferences, authored or co-authored 80 research publications including three patents.  He has been a member of ADSA for 37 years.
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