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Oliver recognized for research

Quebec City, Canada - Stephen P. Oliver, professor of animal science, co-director of the Agricultural Food Safety Initiative, and co-director of the Food Safety Center of Excellence at the University of Tennessee, is the 2002 recipient of the Land O’Lakes , Inc. Award.  The award, sponsored by Land O’Lakes, was presented at the Awards ceremony held Tuesday night during the American Dairy Science Association Annual Meeting

As a pioneer in conducting research focused on milk quality and mastitis in dairy cows, Oliver developed DNA fingerprinting techniques for identification of mastitic pathogens.  These techniques have contributed to mastitis control and have also shown that clinical and subclinical mastitis during early lactation can have a negative effect on reproduction.

Oliver’s food safety research focuses on the occurrence of pathogens on dairy farms, development of accurate and rapid methods for detection of foodborne pathogens, and characterization of foodborne pathogens isolated from milk.  He is also conducting research based on cloning technology to produce genetically identical cows that have been previously confirmed as either resistant or susceptible to mastitis.

Oliver has 142 peer-reviewed scientific papers, 4 book chapters, and 159 proceedings papers.  His research accomplishments have been recognized nationally and internationally.

The Land O’Lakes Award recognizes outstanding research in dairy production or manufacturing contributing to improvement or care of dairy cattle, development and improvement of processes, products, equipment, methods, handling, and sanitation.
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