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Thatcher awarded for research

Quebec City, - The 2002 recipient of the Merial Dairy Management Award is William W. Thatcher of the Department of Animal Sciences, University of Florida, for his work to develop novel approaches for regulating reproductive function in dairy cattle and for his efforts in translating this research into practical, on-farm methods for improving reproductive performance in lactating dairy cows.

The Merial Dairy Management Award, sponsored by Merial Limited, A Merck and Aventis Company, recognizes outstanding research in management of dairy cattle and dairy farms.  The award was presented at the Awards ceremony held Tuesday night during the American Dairy Science Association Annual Meeting.

Thatcher’s basic research has concentrated on two areas in the reproductive life cycle of the cow; regulation of ovarian function and maternal-embryonic communication during early pregnancy.  His single greatest accomplishment has been the development and application of timed artificial insemination technologies.  These technologies, which are rapidly becoming adopted by dairy producers throughout the world, are largely the results of efforts by two independent laboratories.

Thatcher has published over 261 refereed journal articles and 38 book chapters.  He has trained 17 M.S. students, 27 Ph.D. students and 8 postdoctoral associates, and 18 scientists have done sabbaticals in his laboratory.
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